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| | © TO THE 8850 
EPariſhioners of HAL LAT ON. 


My Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
HA is there, I beſeech you, which ought to 
be more our Care and Concern, than the Bu- 
6 finefs of Religion, the Worſhip and Service 
the Great and Glorious Creator, and Lord of Heaven 
bd Earth; the Obeying all his Holy and Righteous Com- 
Bands; the working out our everlaſting Salvation; the 
ving Peaceably and Comfortably, and with a quiet Con- 
tence during our ſhort ſtay in this preſent World; and 
e obtaining of Heaven, and the avoiding the m ſt ex- 
five and endleſs Torments of Hell, when we depart 
ce? Can we ſhow our Wiſdom in any thing more than 
ths? Is there any thing to which we have greater 
bligations, or more powerful Motives 2 Or is there any 
Wy thing which is more for our Advantage, both Tempo- 
er! and Eternal © . 
| The Buſineſs of Religion is the chief Buſineſs of our 
Wives the Buſineſs for which we were Created, and ſent 
to the World; ſo that if we neglect this Buſineſs, we fru- 
ate the end and defign of our being Born; we live 
ke Brute Beaſts, and to no good purpoſe either in re- 
ect to God, our Neighbours, or our Selves. 
Our Chriſtian Religion, I do aſſure you, is a great 
wth; vis no cunningiy deviſed Fable t all its Articles are 
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moſt true and certain: and whoever ſets himſelf ſeri. 


In the World, which has ſuch credible Witneſſes ( whoſe : 


So that Infidelity is the maſt fooliſh. and anreaſaa lle 


Preventing and Puniſhins the ſame. Mich Picus andi 
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if To the Pariſhioners, c. 


ouſly and impartially to examine the grounds of them, 
will find that there is nothing in the World which we 
have more reaſon to believe than theſe. Nay, | 
there never was any matter of Fact. which ever hapned i 


Truth and Sincerity there is not the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpell) : 
and alſo ſuch remarkable cirumſtunces o prove i , u; | 
we have for the Truth of our Religion. All Objedtions 


y = 
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which can with any pretence of Reaſon be urg d againfi 1 
it, are obviated and prevented by a miſt peculiar Pro- 
widence, as it were eafie to {hew in every particular. 
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thing, in the World. And therefore if theſe things t: 
fo; If there 76 moſt certainly a God who has made Ws, 88 


and governs the World by his Providence; If he bas, 


wy 
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fent his Son into the Word to be a Sacrifice for Sin, and * 


* 
5 


to make a full, perfect, and clear Revelation of his Mil, oy 


and of a future Judgment: And if there are everlaſl in; 
Rewards, and everlaſting Puniſhments, which ſhall be 
diſtributed to us, acerrding as we behave our ſelves in 
this World; then to uſe the Apoſtles words, 2 Pet. 3 


Ix, What mannzr of Perſons ought ye to be in a 


Holy Converſation and Godline ss "OY | 1 

There is now (Hleſſed be Ged) a Reformation off 
Manners ſpreading it ſelf in a great many parts of tie 
Kingdom, being encourag el by the Addreſs of the Ius 
of Commons to the Atng for the ſappreſſing of P ropbane. 1 
aeſs and Vice, and His Majeſties Proclamation for th 


Bleſſed Work if it go on with Succeſs *till it becomes 
General Reformation, i; the beſt ſign of Peaceful an 
tYappy Times ; But if 7 drops, or g's back, z the ſur e } 
mark of our utter Ruine and Deſolat ion. ; } 
SEED J hav 


To the Pariſhioners, ec; ili 


I bave often wonder d at the Patience and Forbearancte 
BY God towards tbis ſinful Nation, which ſeem' d ſo contrary 

= hs Declarations aud T hreatnings, and the Examples of 
Si Juice and Vengeance upon Wicked Nations which are 
ho be met with in Scripture, aud alſo thoſe which we find 
=S Heathen Authors, But now we may perceive what it 
bo which we owe our Preſent Proſperity and Peace; and 
ew it comes to paſs that we have not as yet been as So- 
om, or like unto Gomorrah ; For the ſake of thoſe 


* herto / par d, and not given up to Deſtruction. For, if 
the humble Requeſt of Abrabam, God would have ſpar'd 
Ficked Sodom for the ſake of ten Righteous ; then we 
us, ay well believe that upon the account of the De vout In- 
erceſſions and Wreſtlings of ſo many among us, together 
*Þ:th their Pious Endeavours for a National Reformation, 
% has been pleas d to lengthen out our Day of Grace; 
in; nd now at laſt (according to our Church's Prayer ) To 
l:Wive Peace in our Time | 
in 7am ſure, (and I have often told it you) that there 
. 22 other way to procure the Peace, the Proſperity and 
aVappineſs of a wicked Nation, but by a National Refor- 
ation. If we would live comfortably, and long enjoy 
l good Land which the Lord has gi ven us, tis ab ſolute- 
they neceſſary that we reform and amend our Ways, and cur 
oe Doing. For, as tis Jer. 7. 3. Thus faith the Lord of 
ane. Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, Amend your ways, and 
hour Doings, and Iwill cauſe you to dwell in this Place. 
and which Words we may obſerve, iſt, 4 Reformation en- 
2s Joined by God himſelf: Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, 
ani he God of Iſtael, Amend your Ways, and your Do- 
ure Mngs. zdly, 4 Reward, er Enceu-ogement tpropes'd : 
And I will cauſe you to dwell in this Place. 36ly, A 

hav breatuing, the? not expreſs'd, yet impld; Namel), That 
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| God would then root them out of that Land which he had 
given them. n LINN: | | 4 


an 1 
indeed of the ſame Sins, of offering up our Sons and Daug b. 


iv To the Pariſhioners, &c. 4 
if they would not Amend their Ways, and their Doings, 


The Perſons to whom this Duty of Reformation was firſt i 
enjoined by vertue of this Text, were the men of Judah, 
and Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, God's once Choſen and Pe. 
culiar People, to whom he had vouchſaf d extraordinary 
Favours; for whom he wrought many Miracles; whom he 
honour'd with hy peculiar Preſence ; for whoſe ſakes be 
plagu d the Egyptians, and deſtroy d the Canaanites, 
and the reſt of the Nations, and gave them their Land 
for an Inheritance: Thi Choſen and Peculiar People of 
God, I ſay, are they who according to the firſt Intent and 
Deſign of the Words, were enjoined to Amend their 
Ways, and their Doings, and if they did not, were 
threatned to be deſtroy l. —_ 

But tho theſe Words were firſt delivered to the-Jews, 


yet I muſt tell you, that they concern us now, as much as 4 


they did them before. For as the Apoſtle tels us, We 
are now the Iſrael of God: we Chriſtians are the People 
of whom the Iſraelites were but the Type. And therefore 
all thoſe Moral Precepts and Exhortations which were at 
firſt given to the Iſraelites, are as binding to us, ag they i 
were to them. W PR $a _—_ 
If then the Jews, by virtue of the forecited Text, were 
oblig d to a Reformation, ſo alſo are we. We have been, 

T: are all of us guilty before God, as well as they: Not 


ters unto Devils, and burning Incenſe unto Baal, and the 
other Inſtances of Idolatry, of which they were guilty : 
No, Bleſſed be God, theſe Sins, ſince the Coming of Chriſt, 
are not now in practice among us. Such Hortid Crimes 
cannot ſtand before the Clear Light of the Goſpel. ' But i 
yet we muſt confeſs to our Shame and Confuſion of Face, 
that we have not liv'd up to the Rules of our Holy Pro- 


Too the Pariſhioners, c. »v 


1 7 fon; and t bat enjoying far greater Advantages, and 
ian of Grace than the Jews ever had, our Sins upon 
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s Score may be more heinous than theirs, We muſt own, 
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bat alt Orders aud 5 75 of men and women among ſt 
ts, have tranſgreſſed the Laws of our God. We are not, 
is true, all of us Tranſgreſſors alike, in the ſame degree 
id proportion: Some are more innocent, and ſome are 
ore wicked than others: But yet there are none, yea, 
ven the moſt vertuous and innocent of us all, but ſtand in 
me need of a Reformation. SE. 
* therefore the Lewd and Notorious Sinners Reform 
dom theirGroſs and Scandalous Sins; their Drunkenneſs, 
F Wa Vain andRaſh Swearing ; their Prophanation of the 
4 Lord's-day; their Fornication and Uncleanneſs ; aud 
ir beir other Abominable Sins, too many to be reckowd up. 
re And let thoſe of us who are free from theſe, and ſuch 
ite great Offences, and Preſumptuous Sins, yet reform 
'S, b rom our Leſſer Sins., As for Inſtance, Let us through 
u be Grace of God, endeavonr to be more humble, and more 
Ne Penitent for our manifold Failings and Infirmities, even 
ple 8" the per formance of our Beft Duties. For alas! we are 
ore Pot ſo frequent, and ſo devout in our Prayers both Publick 
at nd Private, as we ought to be, We have not that aw- 
Wu! Senſe of the Gloricus Majeſty of the Great God of Hea- 
en and Earth, as we ought to have: we do not adore and 
agnifie him for his Wiſdom, his Power, and Goodneſs, 
1d all other his Attibutes and Excellencies, as we ought 
do; we are not ſo heavenly-minded as we ought to * ; 
e are too much in love with this vain world, and all its 
eriſhing and fading Enjoyments ; and our Þ reathings af- 
60d, the Author of our Beings, and all the Bleſſings 
" 1 enjoy, or hope for, and the Fountain of all Perfection, 
re too cold and faint, Further ſtill, we have not that © 
eal for God's Glory, nor that Charity for the Souls of 
| len, as we ought to have, We do not mourn ſo ſincerely 
7 8 1 1 Phy and 
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vi To the Parifhioners, &c. =_ 
nor take that care as we ought, to reform their Lives 419 : 7 
well as our own, For it is moſt certainly a great Duty in 
every Chriſtian, to endeavour according to hu utmoſt pow. 5 


* 

er and capacity, to reform others as well as himſelf. . 
Thus, as have briefly hinted unto you, there ij great hh , 
need of a General Reformation among us; both Higb and WW: 
Lom, Rich and Poor, the Greater Sinner and the leſs, di Mr 
all want to be reform'd, according to our ſeveral degrees We. 
of Guilt. W _ © 
Hut the Reformation which we ought, in the firſt place, hr 
moſt earneſtly to endeavour, is the Reformation from Im- Who! 
morality and Prophaneneſs, from Open and Scandalous Ces 
Sing. If thu Reformation were but General, and Com- Pere 
pleat, the other Leſſer Reformation would be eaſy, and WM c- 
would follow of courſe. _ 7 


The Jews, to whom the Duty of Reformation was irt 
enjoin d, they did not obſerve, nor regard it; they did 
yt Amend their Ways, and their Doings : And what 
| was the end of their Obſtinacy and Impenitence ? Their 
City and their Temple were utterly deftroy'd; they ſuffer'd rec 
uch Calamities (as they are deſcribed by Joſephus, on: 
| l of their own Nation) as uo other Nation under Heaven 

ever endur'd. They have heen for almoſt this 1700 Tears 
-diſpers'd and vagabiud People; a laſting Monument to all 
the Nations of the World, of God's Juſtice and Indignation Meir 
19 againſt all thoſe who will not Reform and Amend their 


Ways and their Doings. And Oh that we of this Nati-· C: 
on, and all the. Kingdoms of the Earth, would ſeriou/l)M all 
 reonhder their Caſe, and learn by their Example, not 0b-Watic 
ſtinately to perſiſt in Wickedneſs ; not to provoke Imparti-Wrdi 
Justice, and Almighty Vengeance too far; not to dela), be 
of colaly to perform the Work of Reformation. Fen 
e may ot/erve frem the Example of the Jews, thately 
Co? will nut diſvenſe with his Laws in Favour of any P 60. urs 
Ck | | | "pit 


File Seed of Abraham, of Iſaac, aud Jacob, fer 
on he had ſuch a particular Favour, prove wiched, he 
et [pare them. If God would have indiilg*d or at. 
cd any People in Sin, then ſurely theje Jews would hays 
es conniv'd at, and ſuffer'd undiſturbedly, and quietly 
= have enjo d themſelves in their Sins: No 7. hreatuing 


4 e read in the Old Teſtament were inflifted upon them, 
; | hriſt foretold ſhould befall them, and which they accord. 
gh /uffer'd after his Crucifixion. No Nation under 
Feaven can be more God's Elect and Choſen People, than 


ere the Jews; and twould make ones Heart to tremdle, 


Wave been made for their Sins. 


LNor are the Jews only an Inſtance of God's Im partial 
id Naſtice, but aiſo all the other Ancient Nations and 


WE inodoms of the Earth; as the Chaldeans, tie 
Wabylonians, e Aſſyrians, zhe Perſians, rhe 
Wrecians, and the Romans; who Hy their Sins 
4 Provocations againſt God have been deſtroy'd God 
a ing up many times the moſt weak and conterprible Peo- 
We to be a Scourge to them, and to execute his Wrath ups 
them, and has given them to be a Prey and a Spoil to 
eir Enemies, and their Lands to be an Heritage to thoſe 
ho before had paid them Tribute and Homage. 


1. Confidering therefore (my Brethren) theſe things, let 


all join Heart and Hand in this great Work of Refor- 


b- ation. In the firſt place, let us reform our ſelves at 
tir ding to the True aud Exact Rule of God's Word. Let 


be truly humble and penitent for all our paſt Sins and 
Fences. ; whether they be thoſe committed more immedi. 
ely againſt God, or | thoſe committed againſt our Weigl: 
es, or thoſe committed againſt cur c Bodies; as In- 
DAI ee 


To the Pariſhioners, exc. v 


eſſages would ha ve been ſent to them: nor weu'd they 8 
ve undergone for their Sins ſuch Terrible Judgménts, as 


= bi: Deſtruction of their Nation and Temple, which 


5 p confider what a dreadf al Example of God's Juſt re they 
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Vi To the Pariſhioners, ec. 
| 


temperance, Luxury, Uncleanneſs, and the lite. Let 
us be more religious and devout towards God; more juſt, 


\ 
„ 
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and more charitable towards our Neighbours 3 and more 
ſober and temperate in reſped to our Selves. 1 
Au when we have thus reform d our ſelves, let our next 
Care be, by all the moſt Prudent and Chriſtian Methods, 1% 
reform others. This is a Duty incumbent upon us, in Zeal 
00 God's Glory, and in Charity to thoſe of the ſame kind and 
nature with our ſelves; to whom we cannot perform a grea 
ter Act of Charity, than to endeavour to reclaim then 
from their wicked and lemd Courſes. | 1 
And then Laſtly, Let us be very frequent and de vou 

in our Prayers to God; That he would proſper ſtil more 
and more, and at laſt perfect this Happy Work of Refor. 
mation, which is begun in this Kingdom : And let us non 
more fervently and devoutly than ever, join in theſe ex. 
cellent Petitions in our Common-Prayer-Book : Thai 
we may hereafter live a Godly, Righteous, and Sobet 
Liſe, to the Glory of thy Holy Name. That all who 
profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians, may be led into 
the way of Truth, and hold the Faith in Unity of Spill 
rit, in the Bond of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life. 
And we beſeech thee, give us that due ſenſe of all thy 
Mercies, that ourHearts may be unfetgnedly thankful) 
and that we may ſhew forth thy Praiſe not only witli 
our Lips, but in our Lives, by giving up our ſelves t 
thy Service, and by walking before thee in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs all our Days. er 
And let us alſo be very earneſt and devout in our Pray 

ers for the King, his Privy-Council, the Nobility, thi 
Clergy, the Magiſtrates, the Gentry, and Commonalty, ani 
. allOrders and Degrees of Men among ſt us: As thus in ou 
moſt Incomparable Litany : That it may pleaſe thee iq 
keep and ſtrengthen in the True Worthipping of the 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of Life, Thy Servaniy 
« | Willa 


7 To the Pariſhioners, exc. vii 
2F;//;2, our moſt Gracious King and Governor: That 
p i may pleaſe thee to rule his Heart in thy Faith, Fear, 
ad Love, and that he may evermore have afſiance in 
Pee, and ever ſeek thy Honour and Glory. That it 
Hay pleaſe thee to illuminate all Biſhops Prieſts, and 
Peacons, with true Knowledge and Underſtanding oi 
y Word, and that both by their Preeching and Li 
ng, they may ſet it forth, and ſhew it accordingly. 
FF hat it may pleaſe thee to endue the Lords of the Coun 
, and all the Nobility, with Grace, Wiſdom, and Un» 
erſtanding. That it may pleaſe thee to bleſs andkeep 
Wc Magiſtrates, giving them Grace to execute Juſtice, 
Id to maintain Truth. That it may pleaſe thee to bleſs 
Ind keep all thy People. That it may pleaſe rhee to 
Jive us an Heart to love and dread thee, and diligently 
live after thy Commandments. That it may pleaſe 
Mee to give to all thy People increaſe of Grace, to hear 
Meekly thy Word, and to receive it with pure affecti- 
In, and to bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit. That it 
May pleaſe thee to bring into the way of Truth, all ſuch 
. Fs have erred, and are deceived. That it may pleaſe 
Mee to forgive us all our Sins, Negligences and Igne- 
Inces, and to endue us with the Grace of thy HolySpi- 
Wit, to amend our Lives according to thy Holy Word. 
= {f al the People in this Kingdom did in their reſpective 
We ariſp-Churches meet together, and on the Lord's-day, 
ad at other times join jo fervently and dev-utly as they 
ro do in theſe, and the other good Prayers of cur 
urch; Oh what a Happy Church and Nation ſhould ue 
es be! then there would be no Schiſms and Diviſions 
19mg us: Then we ſhould be all of the ſame Mind, a: d 
= the ſame Judgment, as the Apoſile exhorts, And with 
Ine Heart, and one Mouth,glority God the Creator an 
edeemer of us all: Then would our Nitin bib, ud 
e the glory of all Lands: Then would the Lord be oo” 
* God, 
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viii To the Pariſhioners, &c. 
God, and we ſhould be his People ; and Godeven owl! 
own God would give us his Bleſſing. 9 
Now as for the Reformation of Manners which is Beg 
and carried on in other Places of the Kingdom with ., 
much Vier, and true Chriſtian Courage and Bravery, ſh 4 
my Learty defire, and ſhall be my earneſt endeavour, tha, 
it may be begun, and carried on amoug ſt us alſo, than which 4 
nothinr, I am ſure, will more conduce to our Benefil ; 
bath T. emporal and Eternal. 1 
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My Brethren, whilſt other Places are water d with t 
Dew of Divine Grace, and bring forth Fruits of Repe 
tance. why ſpculd we like Gideon s Fleece be dry 2 or ban 9 
ren, lite that unfruitful Tree which cumber d the Ground | | 
ard whoſe Fate, you know, at laſt was to be cut down, 450 3 

caſt into the Fire? God is not wanting to us, no more that by 
he is to others in the Means of Grace: But (Bleſſed be bi i 
Goodneſs) be affords them to us, as well as to other Places 
As for my part, I ſhall endeavour (by God's Grace) ef 
promote this Work of Reformation to the utmoſt of "1 
Power and Capacity: For which purpoſe, I humbly preſent 
you from the Prels, the following Diſcourſe, which I befor I 
preſented you from the Pulpit : That when I am dead a1 
gone, it may live with you, and be a Token of my Since 
Love and Concern for Jou, in earneſt recommending to 2 
that which I am certain is the ſureſt Foundation of 7 
reſent and future Happineſs. I heartily recommend you 
70 God, and the power of his Grace, aud am 


Your moſt Aﬀectionate 104 
Faithful Servant in Chriſt, 


Will, hui. 
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100 10 OR. VI. 19, 20. 
—— 


1 -Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a 


| Price : Therefore glorify God m your Body, and 
in your Spirit, which are God's. 


1 mmorality and Prophancnels. 
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ſent ate - "i 


ou N which Words we l e 


a Hirt, Whoſe we are not: We are not our Own. 
cer Secondly, Whoſe we are: We belong to God only, 
boch Body, and Spirit; we are his Peculiar, his Pur- 
Paſe: For we are bought with a Price. 

& 75:rdly, The Inference, or Concluſion from theſe Pre- 


1 Wits: Therefore Glorify God in your Body, and in your Spirit, * 
g ich are God's. | 


& 1 begin with the Premiſes; We are not our own : but we 
bis wholly to God, both Body and Spirit. 

ge are not our own Maſters, our own Governors, our 
; 4 v Lords, to do what we pleaſe, to follow our own Wills 
> Md Inclinations, and live by no other Rules or Laws but 

r own. We are not, that is, we ought not to be after 
ER Wis Manner our own. For as we truly ſay, That only we 
can 


2 A Sermon Preached againſt "PM 


can do, which we can do lawfully ; ſo alſo may it as truly 
be ſaid, His only we are, whoſe we are lawfully. Wei! 
belong to no other but to him only, who has a Lawf 
Title-or Juriſdiction over us. T0 8 
What then? though there be ſome who ſay or think 
which is all one, (for God underſtands our Thoughts, RS" 
well as our Words, and we muſt all of us at the Laſt Da Ne 
be accountable to him for our Thoughts, as well as ou hi 
Words; that is, all ſuch Thoughts as we harbour, and en br 
tertain in our Minds,) What-tho' I fay, There be ſome 
who ſay, or think that they are their own, and live too 2 ehe 
if they were their own; as if they bad no Creator, no 
Redeemer ; as if their own Hands had form'd and faſhiif 
ond them; as if they had given to themſelves Life and Be 
ing, and were indebted to no other but themſelves, for a 
the Bleſſings they enjoy, and the many Miſeries and Dan 
ers which they eſcape ; as if they had paid their own Ra 
* from the Tyranny of Sin, Death, and Hell, and ha 
purchaſed for themſelves a Title to Weaven: who ſay, l 
| thoſe in the 24 Chapt er of Fer em), the 3 1 t I erſe, Ne are 1 of Fl | 
We Will come no more unto thee: Or like thoſe in the 12:h P la * ; 
at the ath Verſe, We are they that oug bt 10 ſpeak, Who is Lil l 
over #5? And therefore reſolve with thoſe in Jeremy 18. 1 
To walk after their own Devices, and to do whatſoever thing i 
eth forth cut of their own Mouths, What, tho' I ſay thereb 
ſome who talk, and think, and live at this rate, as if thei 
were their own ; yet not withſtanding all theſe their Vai. 
Thoughts, and Proud Words, they are not their owl 
And by their thus ſpeaking, and thinking, and living, thei 
become guilty of, 1/7. An Uſurpation upon the Authoritf 
and Dominion of God, challenging that to themſelves, whid 
of right belongs only unto God. 24h. The moſt Uni 
Sacrilege, in robbing God of that which once was,and fi 
ever ought to be conſecrated and devoted to his Servicl 
to wit, Their Souls and Bodies: Of which Uſurpation ai 
Sacrilege, all prophane wicked Chriſtians, who ſay, or thi 
that they are their own,and live only unto themſelves, mi 
one day give a moſt ſevere Account. 


; bis 0 io 
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nut what, may they ſay, Are not thoſe things our own 
ich are given us? And has not God given us Bodies and 
Puls, and all the Faculties, the Appetites and Inclinations 
each, and may we not live and act according to 
= ka | | ; 

dem: 


v 7 Be: 


Nou in anſwer to this, I premiſe, That in ſome reſpects 


hing may be ſaid to be our own, and in ſome other re- 
ou ects it cannot be ſaid to be our own. As for Inſtance: 


p 1 - | . 
D Tenements: But the Tenant he alſo has a Right gran - 
Na { him to uſe and improve theſe Lands: So that theſe Lands 
: * > the Landlords, and the Tenants too, in a different re- 


ect. They are the Landlords by a Supreme Right, and for 
lie uſe of them he receives from the Tenant his Rent. 
aht they are the Tenants Lands alſo by Poſſeſſion, and Oc- 
al pation, and for the payment of his Rent. 
F = And having premis'd this, I ſay; 148 
8. u By a Supreme Original Right we are not our own, neither 
„hies, nor Souls, nor any thing that we have: but we be- 
Ig wholly, and only unto God. We are his Creatures, 
om he has raiſed from Duſt, or nothing, into Life and 
Wing, and into whom he has infuſed Immortal Souls: And 


Out only ſo, but we are his alſo by Redemption and Par- 
85 the aſe. For, as the Apoſtle here tells us, We are bought with 
orig Price: And gives this for the Reaſon why we are not our 
YI n. Ne are not your own, faith he, for ye are tought with a 
ice. 5 | 3 
and! WAnd as we our felves belong wholly and only unto God, 
2 alſo do all things elſe which we can poſſeſs or enjoy. 


s are all the Treaſures of the Earth, all the Fowls in the 


es, aug But in what ſenſe then may we be ſaid to be our own? 


Wuly in no other, then as a Tenant's Lands may be ſaid to 


" ans 


9 A Landlord, he only has the Supreme Right to his Dands/ 


Ir, all the Fiſhes in the Sea, all the Cartel in the Fields. 


— — — — 
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are his own upon certain Conditions and Limitations, a 
for a certain time. He muſt pay Rent for the Land which | 
he poſſeſſes and occupies: And upon the non-payment ſir 
his Rent, or his not acting according to the Rules and el: 
mitations preſcribed by his Landlord, all his Goods may He. 
ſeiz d on, and he turn'd out of all. N 
In this Senſe (if you pleaſe) we our ſelves, and wh 
we enjoy are our own : God has given us our Souls, ae 
our Bodies, and many other good things, ſuch as are nece{WWn 
ſary for the preſervation and comfort of our Lives. Bes 
then this is always to be conſidered, and remembred, thin 
we are only Tenants, or Stewards of theſe things; we mull 1 
perform the Conditions, and act according to the Limite 
tions upon which they were given us; we ' muſt uſe an * 


employ them to the honour and ſervice of him who gal 
them: We muſt pay him a conſtant Rent, a Tax, or Tribuſ ret 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for the uſe of all his Bleflingf 
and Favours: we muſt give an account of them to ou 
great Lord and Maſter; and upon our not uſing then 
aright, or abuſing them, God may juſtly deprive us oi 
them, and ſeverely puniſh us for our not employing then 
to thoſs ends and purpoſes for which they were given us. | 

But in any ocner ſ-nſe (as the Apoſtle in my Text aſſure 
us) we are noi our 0wn, neither Bodies nor Souls. Tho ht 
ſays, Glorify God in your Body, and in your Spirit; yet for al 
that, he tells us, 2e are not our own, but that our Body an 
Spirit too are God's. 5 
The truth of it is, Though we have the Tenure and Po, 
ſeflion of our Souls and Bodies, and all the Gifts and Talent 
beſtow'd upon us, yet this is not a Poſſeſſion of Dominion| 
ſo as that we may uſe and diſpoſe of theſe as we pleaſe. /i 
are not ſo our own, as that we may kill or murther ourſelves 
when through any Affliction or Calamity which does beti 
us, we grow weary of living; but we muſt patiently awa* " 
God's leiſure, till he ſhall give us our Writ of Eaſe, ant 
deliver us out of the Miſeries of this Troubleſome World. 

Neither are we ſo our own, as that we may deſtroy ol 
_ Health, and ſhorte our Days, by indulging our Senſu 

Appetites, by Uncleanneß, by Intemf e ance, Luxury al 
Rict | | I 
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Nor are we ſo our own, as that we may expoſe our Lives 


in 4 


nd Unneceſſary Hazards , by Duelling or Quarrels; lay 
© r Souls and Bodies to ans pace the account of fome 
ee Punctilio of Honour, an Affront, a Miſtreſs, or the 


Nor may we prophanely lay out our Wit, our Money, 
Mc Time, or any thing that we have, upon the Service of 
an e Devil, or our own, or other Mens Luſts. The Poſſeſ- 
ceo which we have of our Souls and Bodies, and all the 
Bu eſings we enjoy, is only a Poſſeſſion of Cuſtody and 
tha ut, ſuch as is that of a Tenant or Steward, for all which 
nul muſt be accountable to the Great Landlord of theWorld, 
ite Creator of all things: We muſt uſe all his Gifts and 
and races, all the Talents which he lends us, to his Honour 
2889 Service, and to the Edification and Bencfit of our Bre- 
uren: For all the Gifts which God gives are to profit with- 
no; for Edification, and not for Deſtruction , as the Apo- 
ode cells us, 2 Cor. 10. 8. 1 
zen And now to make Application, and to preſs, and in- 
ee the Inference or Concluſion which the Apoſtle makes 
gen om the Premiſes. Fe. EE nt. 
is, lf then 22 are not our own, neither Body, nor Spirit; This 
ure ay teach us, That we ought in all Juſtice, Reaſon, and 
' h{nſcience (as the Apoſtle in my Text exhorts and com- 
- aWands us) To gloriſy God in our Bodies, and our Spirits, which 
and b: That is, carefully to perform all theſe Duties which 
has commanded us, in regard to our Bodies and Souls, 
I ſhall reckon them up to you hereafter. To lowe, boneur, 


i obey God,with all our Might, with al our Hearts, with all our 
inds; in a word , with all the Powers and Faculties of 


Poll 
ent 


100] 
nh Body, and Soul: Bleſs, praiſe, and adore him, and 
rel ubly ſubmit in every particular, to his Laws and Govern 


eat. We have, it ſeems, no Authority over our Selves, 
wa muſt Glorify him, muſt be guided, and governed by 
ann who is the Author of our Lives, and all the good things 

nich we enjoy, in whom we live, and move, and have our 
e, as the Apoltle, and the beſt Philotophy aſſures us. 
0 Gori God after this manner, i» cu Body and Spirit, $3 
Poice and Dictzte of Nature, and Nealon; as well as 
Wiz a2] Roc d Religion. As 4115 
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in due ſeaſon, as the Holy P/almif expteſſes it: We are onf 


theſe Bruit Beaſts, I ſay, love and ſerve us for the Fo 


| ſhall not we love, and obey, and glorify God, who has pin 


Food and Raiment, and all the innumerable Bleſſing: 


W HK 
2 
. 
ge 


'Tis the Voice and Dictate of Nature; for we ſee tl 


yt Do EA 
2 


* 


Bruit Beaſts, the moit ſtrict obſervers of the Laws of NI 
ture, do by meer Natural Inſtinct love and ſerve tha 


RX; 


whoſe they are, and to whom they belong. To this pun 
poſe exactly argues the Prophet 7/azah, Chap. 1. The Ox (aii 
he) knoweth* bis Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib — The 0 
Maſters give them Food and Provender, and for this the g. 
Beaſts pay them Love and Service: And ſhall not we (fW&..; 
more brutiſh, more dull and ſtupid than theſe moſt ſtup th 
of Brutes, the Ox, and the Aſs, it when we may und 
ſtand our Obligations to God far better than they do to Hen 
and when the Benefits which we receive from God, ali , 
infinitely more, and greater than thoſe which they recei (ad 
at our Hands, we ſhall yet pay lefsLove,and leſs Duty to Golf 1/ 
than they do to us? Certainly, if theſe Dumb Beaſts cou 
ſpeak (as the Aſs, you know, was once made, as St. PM; 
obſerves, to ſpeak with Man's Voice, and to rebuke the rok 


neſs of the Prophet ;) 2 Pet.2.16, if, I ſay, theſe Dumb Bea 
could fpeak, they would cry out upon us for our thamelf 
Ingratitude to God our Creator and Saviour. Do tif 
love and ferve us their fellow creatures, only for the Fog 
which we give them, (and 'tis not properly our Food nf 
ther; For tis God who maketh the Graſs to grow for the Can 
and the Fiyesof all wait upon him, and be giveth them their Mis 


their Diſpenſers and Carvers, as I may fo ſpeak, and zi 
them their Food and Provender in that proportion as i 
think fir, but *tis God only who provides it for them :) s 


which we give them in this low and improper Senſe, 


us Life and Being? and ſuch a one too, as is of the nob ce. 
Order, within the Compaſs of this viſible Creation; wl 
has made us Men, and not Beaſts, or Creatures of the vi 
fort ; not Worms, or Creeping Things, as he might hi 
made us, if he had ſo pleas d; and for which too we e 20 


been oblig'd to him, beyond any Merit of ours, or Recon: e. 


pence we could have made: Who moreover, gives us da 
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ite; but above all, who has given us Everlaſting Re- 
NaWmption in his Son, who conſtantly affords us the Means 


no Opportunities of Grace, in order to another Eternal and 


pub Happy Lite. | 
fai Trus, as you fee, to Gerig Gor, whole we are, and to 
nom we belong, is the Voice and Dictate of Nature. 


at further, To Glorify God, is not only the Voice of Na- 
e Hal Inſtinct, but of Natural Reaſon alſo. For do hut judge 


upiß ch your ſelves in this Caſe. Ougęht we not in ail reaſon 
10 plorify him; that is, love, honour, and obey him, whoſe 
0 eatures, whole Subjects, whoſe Children, whole Servants 
, Ae are? for under all theſe Relations, and in all theſe re. 
ce &s we belong unto God, 

Gol /. We are his Creatures; as we read in the P/alwms, His 
cou: 145 b ive made us, and faſhioned us; be bas polſeſſed cur 17 1 
Peg n,; be bas covered us in our Mother's Womb and allo 11739. 


Bea art be that took me out: © my Mothers tab; and there- 
meißre he well adds, My praiſe ſuall be always of thee. 


Our SubjFance was not bid from him, hen we were v, 15, 16. 


Foo: de in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought — His Eyes did ſee 
| nr [ub ance yet being imperfect, and in his Bech were all out He- 


8s 291ittens; which day by day were faſhimed, when as jet there 


one of them. Again, ſays the P/almiſt, Then waſt 
on bee when ] banged yet upon my Mother's hrea fis: I Pale 22. 
d pil ve been left unto thee ever ſince I was born; they art Þ 19: 


a5 God, cuin from my Mother's womb. = 95 | 
o that you ſee, 'twas God who brought us into the 
omb, and he moſt curiouſly form'd us there; and he took 
out thence, and has ſuſtained and nouriſhed, fed and 
gu oathed us, and preſerv'd us from numberleſs Dangers ever 


ob ce. | 3 
; Now then, Whom ſhould Creatures glorih), love, honour, 
vid obey, if not God their Creator? him to whom they are 


debted for their Lives, their Souls, and Bodies, and all 
ge good things which they have ever enjoy d, or do at pre- 
 ecofiyiie enjoy; as alſo thoſe future good things which they 
s Cape for in the other World. But 

ngs | 


f | | C2 | 24h 
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King, The King of all the Earth. And whom ſhould Subject 4 


| rbey obey their Father's Commandment : | Bot as for you | Ns 


24h. We belong to God under the Relation of Subjects; 
and therefore in Scripture God is ſtyl'd our King, The _ wy 
love, honour and obey, but their King, eſpecially ſuch 2 & [ch 
King, who is ſo great, and ſo glorious, fo wiſe and ſo pow. *% 
erful, ſo good and fo gracious? t 

20% We belong to God under the Relation of Children 
and therefore in Scripture God is called, Our Fatber, o.M 
Heavenly Father, Our Father which art in Heaven, as in by 
Lord's-Prayer: Our only Father.” So our Saviour has taught wy 7X 
St. Mattb. 23.9. Call no man your Father upon Earth, for ol 
i your Father which i in Heaven. The meaning is, be 
and properly ſpeaking, God only, is Our Father. Our Natu.. 
ral Parents are only the Inſtruments which God has been 80 
pleas'd co make uſe of in order to the bringing us into the nd 
World. But in truth and reality, God only is our Fat her his 
he by his Divine Power and Wiſdom having form'd and 
faſhion'd us in the Womb, and brought: us out thence F 
and has ſuſtain'd, and nourithed us ever ſince; as the * 2 
tures affirm, and Natural Reaſon, and Philoſophy, do allo 9 
prove the ſame. 43 

And now, if God be Our Father, Our Heavenly Father, 0M 
only Father , whom ſhould we glorify, love honour, «alf 
obcy n more wia and r than him? 7 | 


| , 
ve a 
> the 
Web: ! 


e 


8: th 
, 
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Who/ 


mand which their Father Jad the Son of Recbab bl | 
laid upon them, and their Sons, did neither drink Mine, | 
baild Houſes, nor ſow Secd, nor plant Vineyard, ner bad they as ll ; 
but dwelt in Tents all their days, Says God by his Prophcil 
werſe 13. Go and tell the men of Fudan, and Inhabitants of Te 
ruſalem, will ye not receive my Hase, rc iant, to hearken unto nt 
ſaith the Lord? The words of Jenadab, the Son of Recha 
waich be commanded bis Sons, are perform d; For unto this di 


withſtanding, I have [poken unto you, ri ing ex ly, and {peak:nWMd in; 
yr ge have not hearzened unto me. I have ſent alſo unto you mme 
#3{ Ser vants, tue 1 F ropbe ts. eng # 4D 6. rl; an ending Hen » [a lar) 


In 
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F „Return qe 7029 Very man from his evil may, and amen our 
ee — But ge have not inclin'd your Ear, nor hear ned 
26; me. Thus far God by his Prapbet. In which Example 
hte Rechabites, he upbraids the Men of Judab, and Inha- 
56 . ants of Feruſalem, and in them, all ſuch as ſhall be like un- 
them, for their diſingenuity and baſeneſs in not honour- 


N 


ren him, their Heavenly Father, and obeying his Com- 
Ou nd; whenas the Command of Fonadab, the Son of Re- 
the, was fo ſtrictly and punctually obeyed by his Sons. 

t us There is a great deal of life and force in this Example of 
r oe Rkechabites, and therefore I will endeavour to explain it 
ite you. The Argument runs thus: Fonuadabrhe Son of 
latu-MW&chb, tho? dead, is yet had in honour of his Sons, and 


been Sons Sons, and his Commands are obey d; ſuch Com- 
0 thehends coo as ate harſh, and fevere, For he has command- 
ther his Sons, Not to drink Wine, nor to build Hoaſe, nor to [ow 


7934 


ne, nor build Houſe, nor fow Seed, nor plant Vinejard, ner to 
r, Ouß ve any, but to duell in Tents all cur days; Oh how ſhould 
chen have repind, and thought our ſelves hardly dealt 
hut God does not deal thus with us; he lays no ſuch hard 
Wjuntions upon us, but allows us a moderate uſe of the 


Com things which the whole World affords : And is this ſe- 
a hare, Earthly, Mortal Father Fonadab honour'd and obey'd 
ine, his Sons in his fo rigorous Commands? And ſhall our 
hey an geaveniy, our ever-living, and ever-loving Father be diſo- 
rophc:uy d, and diſhonour'd ? A Father who is fo careful, and 


tender over us, who has provided ſo many good things 


nto mer us here in this World; and has in reſerve for us hereaf- 
Rechal (it we will bur g/orify, love, honour, and obey him here) 


0good things as faſs man's underſtanding. A Father too he 


wu | Noll h Commands are not grie vous; but who hasintermix'd, 


peak: Fd interwoven our Duty and our Happineſs together; who 
10: 9 mmands us nothing but what he knows is abſolutely ne- 
mj e lary for our living peaceably, and comfortably, and with 


a duict 
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a quiet Conſcience here in this World, and for the prepa. Pe 
ring us for Heaven when we depart hence. | "5 

Moreover, as he is a Father who can reward our Ob«3;,.Y 
. ence, our Filial Love, and Honour, and Fear with the rich 
eſt Bleflings: fo alſo it is always in his power to correct and 
puniſh our Diſobedience, our Irreverence, and neglect 9 
him, with the ſevereſt Chaſtiſements: He cannot only xi 


oe ” 


and deſtroy our Bodies, ut ſend both Bodies and Souls into Hl 


there to be termented with the Devil and hi Angels to all ter; 
17. And to deal thus with us, his Truth and juſtice obliga 
him, if we obſtinately and impenitently go on in our di 400 
obedience, and molt unnatural Rebellion againſt him, cif brij 
moſt affectionate, and tender Father, But now, nothing re. 
all this could fonazad do to his Sons: He had been 1:8 me 
ſince dead, and could neither reward them for their Obey 
ence, nor puniſh them for their Diſobedience: He had 2-8 nd 
wards and Puniſhments of no ſort in his power, much H Pat 
ſich Rewards as God our Heavenly Father can beſtow; nd 
ſuch Puniſhments as he, if provoked, can inflict; and 5 EY 
Fonadab was obeyed by his Sons. 3 
From which Example of the Rechabites, God himſelf if 
caught vs how juſt and reaſonable it is, that we ſhould 1 
always careful to obſerve our Duty to him, our moſt kinf 


4 


— 
— 
* 
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| Go 
bera 


ö s we 

and loving, but withal. cur molt juſt and impartial Path N 
and that Natural Affection, as well as Reaſon, ſhould enge bow 
us to this; and that 'tis our Intereſt and Happineſs, as u But 


as Duty, to glorify, to love, honeur, and obey him in cveHife ar 
particular; not to tranſgreſs wilfully and preſumptuou wha 
ſo much as one of his Commands; not provoke him to Af 


an 
ger and Diſpleaſure againſt us, to caſt us off, and diſinbeſheſs; t 
us of the Kingdom he has provided for us, and tothrow d ma 


e ſuſt; 
115 Da 
ay eve 
Dur, al 


into Hell, there to be tormented for ever wich Deſpair ar 
Angpuiſh; « never-dying Worm, and a Raging, and an U 
quenchable Fire; in the Society of Devils and Damned 8 
' Tits ; without any the leaſt glimpſe of hope, Without any! 
pity or have compaſſion upon us. For if ſuch a Fat er loy 
forſake us, and caſt us off for Rebellious Children, as Ws Praj 
Prophet argues, Fer. 15. 5. Who ſhall bave pity upon us there 
5% ſhall bemoan ns, or who ſhall turn aſide to at how 190 d bur, P 
No Bewels ſure can be more tender than his. Tl 
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This ſhews the Evil Nature of Sin, and final Diſobedi- 
oece, in that it turns (as I may ſay) Love it ſelf into Ha- 


ed, ed; a molt tender and compaſſionate Father, into an en- 
ich ged Enemy. O then let us beware of Sin, which is of 
and poiſonous, fo deadly a Nature: Let not any Pleaſure, nor 
y Profit tempt us to commit it; for this Pleaſure in the 
kid will prove the molt exceſſive Bitternefs; this Profit will 
Hera to our greateſt Lois, But to proceed, 
er Abh. We belong to God under the notion of Servants ; 
lige ind therefore in Scripture God is ſtil'd, Our Maſter. Our 
r di Mewiour Chriſt tells us, Matt. 23. 8. One is your Maſter, even 
cu % —. And St. Pau! exhorting Maſters to give to their 
no or vants, that which rs juſt and equal, urges to them this Ar- 
jou ment: Knowing (ſaichhe) bar ye alſo hade a Maſter in Hea- 


* 


g. So then God is our Maſter, and we are his Servants : 
Jad if fo, then ſurely, in this reſpec alſo, as well as that of 
Father, Obedience, Honour, and Fear is due to him. And 
. himſelf expreſly argues, Mal. 1. 6. If then I be a La- 
Whcr,' 2bere i my Honour? and if I be a Maſter, where is my 
ar 2 


= God is our Maſter, the beſt, the greateſt, and the moſt 
1d bWberal Matter we can ſerve. He is the beſt, and gicateft: 
t kings we read in the P/alms; All Kings ſbail Fall down before him; 
thc Notions ſhall do bim ſervice, Before him Angels devour- 


eng bow; and ſtubborn and unrepenting Devils cremble. 


as But he is alſo our moſt liberal Maſter ; he has given us 
1 cveßß ife and Being; he has rais'd us from Dull, or nothing, un- 
tuoul what we are: He has given us Immortal Souls, capab's 


and deſign'd for the moſt Exquiſite and Eternal Happi- 


(nh: WMc(s; he has given us Food and Raiment all our Lite long, 
rod many other good things, too many to be reckon'd up: 
>air age ſuſtains us every moment, and preſerves us from number- 
an UB Dangers; he renews his Mercies every Dav, every Hour, 
ned d every Minute: And ſhall we not Gi, Love, Ho- 
t any ur, and obey chis great and good Maſter? O my Son, for 
1 Fat er love, for ever honour, for ever obey him, for ever {peak 
1, a5 0 Pratfes : For as there is no end of his Greatnels, fo al- 
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than I can conceive, be aſcribed to thee, my Creator, nil 
King, my-Father, my Maſter , by all Angels, by all Mea 
by all Creatures, for ever, and ever. | 7 
And now to ſum up this Argument : A 

+ Since then 2e are not our 07, but belong wholiy and only 
unto God; and ſince (as you have heard) God has ſo mf 
ny Titles to our Love, Honour, and Obedience; That off 
A Creator, a King, à Father, a Maſter 3 and that in the mol 
eminent Degree, in the moſt proper and abſolute Senſe; be 
ing ſo our Creator, our King, our Father, and Matter, »M 
none other is, or can be. For tho' other Kings, and Fa 
thers, and Maſters we may have, yet none can we have af 
ter that manner, as God is our King, our Father, our Ma 
ſter. All other Kings, and Fathers, and Maſters, are hit; 
Creatures, his Subjects, his Children, his Seryants, and Stew. 
ards, as well as our felves : They, be they never ſo rich, ff 
powerful, and great, yet have all their Riches, their Powe: 
and Greatneſs from him, and he can turn them out of al 
when he pleaſes 5 of which he has often, in all Ages, given 
the World ſufficient and moſt ſignal Examples; bringing 
the greateſt Kings and Emperors of the Earth to the molt 
mean and abject Condition; the moſt wealthy Families teh 
the extremeſt Poverty; the moſt honourable Stateſmen, and 
Favourites of Princes, to the utmoit Diſgrace; herein 
verifying that which we read in Foo 34.19, &c. He acceptelb 
not thePerſons of Princes, nor regardet h the Rich more than the Poo, 
or they are all the Work of bis hands; in a moment ſhall they dit, 
and the Mighty ſhall be taken away without hands, He ſhall breath 
in pieces Mighty Men without number, and ſet others in their ſtead, 
And moreover, all theſe our Earthly Kings, and Fathers, 
and Maſters are accountable to God our Great King, our 
Father, and Maſter, for all their Thoughts, their Words, and 
Actions, and every thing which they poſſeſs and enjoy: 
And at theLaſt Great Day they ſhall ſtand before his Dread 
Tribunal, diſarm'd of all their Guards and Attendants; de- 
ſpoil'd of all their Bravery and Greatneſs; diveited of al 
their Power and Authority, poor, and naked, to receive 
their Doom among the very Rabble o Offende s, the mol 
Coaimon and Ordinary vinne's, | 
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Since then, I ſay, be are not our own, but belong to God, 
der fo many Titles, and in fo many reſpects ; let the con- 
eration hereof for ever engage us to Glorify, to Love, Ho- 
or, and ſerve him. Let us be always loyal to this our Great 
ing dutiful to this our moſt kind and loving; tho' with- 
a, our moſt juſt and impartial Father; and obedient to this 
r Maſter in Heaven: 19855 
Do ve eſteem it a diſgrace to be accounted diſſoyalto our 
ing; And what! ſhall we be rebels to our God, our 
eator, our Redeemer, our Judge, ho x King of Kings, and 
rd of Lords, by whom Kings reign, and Princes dectee fuftice ? 
Do we love, honour, and obey our Natural Parents? why, 
only from God our Heavenly Father, that we have any 
ligation to this Duty. For he it is who hath command- 
us this Duty, both by his Law written in our Hearts, 
Which we call, The Law of Nature; and alſo has inculca- 
che ſame to us in the Holy Scriptures. : 
he Heathens, who had no other Law but that of Na- 
We, to guide them in all their Actions, always 
Wnowlede'd their Obligations to love; honour, lt ur, fe 
obey their Parents, in things Lawful, tho e 1% 
er ſo harſh and ſevere. And Almighty God, . Ter. 
Heavenly Father, in his Written Word, com- 
nds us to Love, honour, and obeꝝ our Parents. If God nei- 
r by Nature, nor Scripture, had commanded us to Honour 
obey our Natural Parents, we ſhould never have done it, 
thought our ſelves obliged to the performanee thereof. 
If therefore we love, honour and obey our Natural Parents, 
Inſtruments only of our Life and Being; and if we do 
alſo by vertue of a Divine Law written in our Hearts, 
enforced by the Scriptures; and if webe aſham'd to be 
on'd ſuch as are undutiful, unnatural, and ungrateful 
ur Parents; O then why ſhould we not have a moft 
al care to love, honour and obey our Father in Hea- 
the Father of our Spirits, and the God of our Lives; 
as Reaſon, Nature, Scripture, Intereſt, all concur to 
ge us to this Duty. Why ſhould not the moſt exceſ- 
ſhame and bluſhing ſeize us, whenever we are guilty 
honouring him, and — his Commands: Shall 
We 
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rents, and in the mean time, without either Love, or kerl 


rrighteous Commands; drink intemperately , Twear prof 
our BleſſedSaviour exhorts and commands us, Make our lob 


 rify our Father which is in Heaven. 


forward, nor move a Finger? Who, moreover , for ol 
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we be aſhamed to diſhonour and diſobey our Earthly Pz 


or Shame, openly, and in the face of the Sun, diſhonout 1 
and diſobey our Heavenly Father; tranſgreſs his holy ani 


phanely, and talk lewdly : 2 How much rather ought we, 2 


2 
1 
"0 


= 


ſo to ſhine before men, that they may ſee our good works, and g 9 1 


In like manner, Do men honour and obey their Eandl 
ly Maſters for Temporary Wages, Meat, Drink, and aſml 
ſum of Money; deen not we much rather to ger ; 

to honour and obey r heavenly Maſter, who gives us 1 

that we enjoy ; who feeds, ſuſtains, and cloaths us; wit 
out whole concurrence we cannot ſo much as ſet one Fo 


Service to him here, offers to us ſuch Wages hereafter, J a 
are beyond the value of the whole World; Such thing: 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, nor hath ever enter'd into 
Heart of man to ConcetVe. 4 
But there is one Conderition yet behind, which m 
preſs, and inforce on us ſtill further, this great Duty of 6 
Ming God in our Bodies, and in our Spirits: And tis the Cali 
ſideration which the Apo#l; in my Text thought fit pat 
cularly to urge, paſſing by all the reſt, as if they were 
ſwallow d up, or contain'd in this one. And the Condi 
ration 15 this, We are bought with a Price: Ye are not your» 
for ye are bought with a price; therefore glovific God in Jour Bu 
and in your Spirit, which are God's, 
Wie belong to God, not only by right of Creation, 
Redemption alſo: The Apoltle inſiſts upon this of Reden 
tion, and waves that of Creation, becauſe, as Grotius obſer 
twas recent ius & mars ſpeciale, a new, and freſh, and m 
particular Obligation. Our being redeem d, or bought wi 
price, 15 the laſt, and the higheſt Relation which we 
unto God: We are now become his after a molt pec 
manner: Though we were very much his before, ye! 
are now much more fo, upon the account of our Rede 
non: This is a new Title which God has gain'd * 


Immorality and Prophaneneſs, 15 
ad here to increaſe our love and wonder, let us a little 
gnſider the occaſion of this new Relation betwixt God and 
and how it came to paſs that we ſtood in need of aRe- 
:mption, or a being bought with @ price: And the Occauon 
as this: . | 
When by the Sin of our firſt Parents in Paradice, (in whom 
We were all of us virtually contain'd as the Streams in the 
untain, or the Branches in the Root;) our whole Nature 
tes loſt and undone ; when we were become worſe than 
r firſt Duſt or Nothing, out of which God created us; 
ben we had forfeited all Right and Title even tothe moſt 
mmon and ordinary Bleſſings, as Life, and Preſervation, 
Wd might have had that Sentence, The Day thou cate? thereof, 
ou ſhalt ſurely die, impartially executed upon our whole 


r ſelves helpleſs, and miſerable as we were, eternally co 
WW moan the woful Conſequence of Sin and Diſobedience; 
hen we might have been thus caſhier'd, and rejected, or 

WE prived of Life and Being; or at leaſt (which had been 
2 A& of Favour) might have had the loweſt Rank of Li- 
ng Creatures preferr'd before us; when we were in this la- 


Pere were no Motives, no Arguments to excice the Divine 
Jompaſſion, but rather ſtill greater, and greater Provocati- 
sas if in a froward and peeviſh Humour, we were reſolv'd 
die; even when we were thus at enmity with God, thus 
ubborn and obſtinate, did he viſit us with his Salvation, ſent 
only begotten Son into the world (and he, for ever ador'd be 
$ Goodneſs, willingly undertook the Errand) to redeem 
from all that Miſery into which we were plung'd; to 
it, the Curſe of the Law, the Dominion of Sin, ths Tyranny 

the Devil, and Death Temporal, and Eccrnal ; and in- 
ad of all theſe Miſeries, to purchaſe for us ail things con- 
Icible to our Happineſs, vix. Peace and Reconciliation with 


* Reſurrection of our Bodies from the Grave, and che 
mpleat Happineſs of our whole Maa, both Body and 


ock, Root and Branch, even to the utmoſt rigor ; when 
e might moſt righteouſly have been diſown'd, and lefc to 


entable Plight, in this forlorn Condition; when from us 


od, the Grace and Favour of Repentance, and chereup- 
the Pardon of Sin; the Sanctification of our Nature, 


D 2 Soul 
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Soul, in his Eternal, ever Bleſſed and ever Glorious King 
dom above. 

But let us ond der alſo the Pri ice for which we Were bought. 
And oh how great, how coſtly was that! *twas not with 
any thing ſo mean or contemptible as Silver or Gold, we I 
Were not loug bt with corruptible things, as St. Peter tells us in! *t 

- his 1 Epiſt. Chap. I. 18. For with them (as the Hoy 


Pi497 8. Pfalmiſt aſſures us) no man may redeem his Brother 
or make Agreement unto God for him: No, it coll 
more to redeem-our Souls, and we mult let that alone fol 
ever. | - P 
And if one ſingle Soul could not be bought with all tel 
_ Treaſures and Riches of the Earth, much leſs could all thok 
Myriads, which have ever been, or ever ſhall be in the b 
World, be bought, or ranſom'd with theſe. 3 
Twas not then with corruptible things we were bought, for all 
ſuch are below the value of one Soul. 4 
But if not with theſe Corruptible things, with what Price 
then were we bought? 4 
© The above-mention'd 4poſtle St. Peter, in thi 
Ver. 19. Verſe immediately following tells us what manner 
of. Price it was; vi. The ineſtimable Price of 
precious Blood of Chriſt, the Immaculate Lamb of God, whoſſ 
was flain for us, who dy'd in our ftead, that we n ight rol 
die eternally, but might live ecernally, and unconceivea 
bly happy; who perform'd what we ſhould have wr q 
an unſinning and perfect Obedience; who ſuffer'd wha 
we ſnhould have ſaffer d, and in our ſtead made ſatisfaQion F 
to the Infinite Juſtice of God for our Sins, which we could 
never have done for our ſelves : Thus you ſee what kind off 
Price it was with which we were bought. 1 
And | now, my Brethren, to ſum up all, and to ſt ut vj 
all; We being not our own, but belonging wholly unto Gol 
he Heal our King, our Father, our Maſter in the highe a 
degree, in the moſt proper and abſolute ſenſe ; and final 
15. being thus redeemed by bim, and reſcued from ſo man} 
Evil; which we had juſtly deſerved, and put into a capa! 
ty of enjoying fo great Glory and Happineſs beyond wh 
we delerved, could have thought of, have win 'd, or deſir 
| being 


7 
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ng. 4 ing thus bought with a Price, and ſuch a Price too, 1 
s redeem'd both in Body and Spirit, have we not ju 
gb on to Glorify God in our Bodies, and in our Spirits, which 


5 
vel 


WI will now in thelaſt place ſhew very briefly, the manner 
s in w we are to glorify God in our Body, and in our Spirit, and I 
Ion do it chiefly from expreſs Words of Scripture. _ 
ther 1 then, We are to glorify God by abſtaining from all 
coll anner of Sin, which is the tranſgreſſion of God's Law, 
e foſhd therefore the greateſt Diſhonour, and the moſt bold 

d daring affront to his adorable Majeſty. If we would 


75 
— 


ther God in theſe our Mortal Bodies, we muſt not ſuffer 
tholWn to reign in them, nor yield cur Members Servants to Ini- 
then unto Iniquit ß. e ray „ 


anſing our ſelves from all filhineſs of Fleſh — : Not diſho- 


Holy Ghoſt, by Fornication, Adultery, Laſciviouſneſs, Unclean- 
; not living in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, in Chambring and 
anne Bantonneſs, in Strife and Eving; not waking proviſion for the 
of ed, to fulfil the Luſts thereof. 3 
, who 24%, We are to Gloriß God in our Bodies by Outward Pu- 
ht na, and Exemplary Holineſs, Making our light ſo to ſhine 
ervea Bore Men, that they may ſee our good works, and plorify our Fa- 
orm' offer which 4 in Heaven: We are to Glorfy him by frequent- 
| wha his Ordinances, Publick Prayer and Preaching, and re- 
action Miving the Holy Communion when tis adminiſtred, in re- 
 couldMembrance of all that our dear Redeemer Chriſt Jeſus has 
ind one and ſuffer'd for us, and in obedience to his Command; 
Wo after he bad inſtituted the Holy Communion, ſaid ex- 
F ut ely, Thu. do in, remembrance of me. We are to Glorify God 


he owr Bodies, by reſorting upon all Occaſions to his Temple, 
higne 


d final ngregation or Publick Aſſemblies, as well as in private, 

o mand in our Cloſets, after the Example of Holy David, and 

capac' {ME daints of all Times and Ages. 3 

1d " Further, We are to Glirify God by living to his Honour 

- detir 6 
being 


q Glory, by doing Good in our Generation, by being 


rich 


2 We muſt Glorify God in our Bodies, by poſſeſſing our Veſ- 
, that is, our Body, in Sanctification and Honour, by 


Poring our Bodies, which ſhould be the Temples of the 


W Houſe of Prayer, praying unto, and praiſing him in the 


„ 
| 
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rich in good works, willing to diſtribute, ready to communicate if 
ſuch things as we have, to the Wants and Neceſſities of i 
Men. 1 3 
We are to Gloriſy God in eur Bodies, by making our Mel 
bers Servants unto Rightecuſneſs and unto Holineſs, as the Api 
ſpeaks. | | js | 
l As for Example; By making a Covenant with our Eye 
that they turn not to look after, nor take delight in the beg 
holding of Vanity: With our Ears, that they hearken nf 
after vain Words, and fooliſh and uncharitable Stories, Ml 
be always attentive to hear the good Word of God, an 
wholſome Inſtructions: Wich our Hands, never to commif 
any Wickedneſs with them, not to rob, to pilfer, or ſte; 
or do any Injury or Violence to any one, but to laboff 
with them, diligently to procure an honeſt Livelihood; auf 
to have them always ready to do good upon every occilf 
on: With our Feet, not to carry us to do Miſchicf, t 
Drunken Meetings, to Midnight Revellings, or any wick 
Aſſignation, or Deſign; but to be ſwift to run to do Neigf 
b-urly, Chriſtian and Charitable Offices: With our Tongu 
never to curſe or to ſwear falſly or prophanely, by takin 
God's Sacred Name in vain ; not uttering Lies, Railing, g 
obſcene Words, not ſuffering any filthy Communication: 
proceed out of our Mouths, no fooliſh Talking, or Tefl 
which i not convenient; but rather giving of Thanks, ſpcal 
ing or ſinging the Praiſes of our great andglorious, arid my 
Bountiful Creator and Redeemer , in Pſalms, Hymns, i 
Spiritual Songs, adminiſtring alſo with them upon every ju 
occaſion, good and ſeaſonable Advice, uttering ſuch wor 
as are ſeaſoned with ſalt, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it; th 
is, ſavoury and wholſome Words, and ſuch as may admin 
ſter Grace to the Hearers | 

' 3dh, We are to Glorify God in our Bodies, by uſing th 
molt Humble and Reverent Poſtures and Geſtures of B 
dy, when we approach his awful Majeſty, when we mal 
Confeſſion of our Sins, or our Miſeries before him, whe 
we offer up our Prayers or our Praiſes to him: The uſi 
of which Reverent Poſtures or Geſtures of Body, when v 
pray unto God, or praiſe him, is moſt agreeable to Naz 
| 3 Reaſo 
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eaſon, Scripture, and the Example of the Saints, and De- 
Nat Men and Women of all Times and Ages. Thus we 
to Glorify God in our Bodies; and we have good reaſon 1 
Is to Glorify him in them, both in reſpect of what he has | 
eady done for our Bodies, and alſo in reſpe& of what we 
iere he will do for them, in railing them from the Grave, 

d making them incorruptible and immortal at the Gene- 
e 
But we are to Glorify God not only in our Bodies, but in 
Spirits alſo, which indeed is the main thing, and with- 
Mt which all ourward worſhip and honour is but 
empty piece of Formality, and will never be Prov 16 2. 
Wcepted by bim bo weigbeth the Spirits. 
We mutt therefore glorify God in our Spirits, that is, by In- 
ard Devotion, as well as by outward Reverence; by Pu- 
arty of Mind and Heart; by ſan&ifying the Lord God 
e, and making him our Fear, and our Dread; 10.8. 13. 
& having upon our Minds an awful ſenſe of his 
Majeſty and Glorious Perfections; by endeavouring after 
: b and Holineſs in the imward parts, as it is Pſal. 5 I. 6. 
Now what more juſt, what more reaſonable, what more 
ii ecoming a Man, than thus to Glorify God in our Bodies, and 
bar Spirits, which are his; which he has created, and which 
ende has bougbt with a price? The Man therefore who thus 
WE borifies God in bis Body, and in his Spirit, he is the Man of 
WHonour, he is the Man of Reaſon, he is the Man 
mak Wiſdom : For unto Man, be ſaid , Behold the Job 28. 
ns, er of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from ultima, 

1 Underſtanding, 
wor Oh how ſhall we anſwer it at the laſt dreadful Day, if 
7e have not glorified God in our bodies and in our ſpirits, which 
iin 2, and belong to him info many reſpects ? With what 
| ame and confuſion of face ſhall we appear at our laſt and 
reat Trial, if it ſhall be objected and prov'd againſt us, 
hat we have diſobey d and diſhonour'd ſo great and fo 
, maiWorious a Creator, ſo merciful a Redeemer, fo powerful 
| King, fo kind and ſo indulgent a Father, fo good and 
„ uſu e liberal a Maſter, to which I may add alfo fo juſt and fo 
nen partial a Judge. What {hall we ſay, what ſhall weplead 
| | to 
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tts all this? How fhall we then hate, abominate, and 


* 
7 | | ne. ( 
Facher, our Maſter, ſhall become our Enemy, ts 


Miſery we have brought upon our ſelves, by our diſhonou 


are Thou 
Theſe are Vipers which will gnaw and ſting with an i 


God's Commandments; glorify 


ſpeakably, unconceivably, eternally happy in the next. 


| Three Perſons, and One God, be aſcrib'd by us and all man bind 
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En cm ard Per our vilenefs, our difingenvity, ; 


®.; 


And when our Creator, our Redeemer, our 


proceed to ſentence us to everlaſting Deſtruction, wi 
horror arid anguiſh will then ſeize us? We ſhall then 

for Rocks and Mountains to ſhelter and cover us. But ali 
they cannot, nor would they, if they could, ſhelter ſu 
baſe and perfidions Wretches, and harden'd Rebels. II 
will it then cut and grate our Souls, to think how mu 
Mercy and Goodneſs we have defpis'd, and how pre 


ing of God, and difregard to his Laws; upon how es 
and gracious Terms we might have obtain'd Heaven vit 
all its Joys, and with how much drudgery and uneaſine 
we have purchas'd Hell with all ics Torments, Oh the 
ghts which will ftab and wound unto all Eternit 


ſupportable and incurable pain and anguiſh, To preven 
which, let us conſtantly, ſincerely, and cheerfully obey a 
him here both in Bod 
and Spirit, and fo ſhall we be glorified in both with hin 
hereafter ; ſo ſhall we enjoy a ſuitable Happineſs ( ſo muc 
as God ſees fit for us) here in this World, and alſo be un 


Almighty God give us all Grace feriouſly to lay to hear 
what has been ſaid: To whom, Father, Son, and Holy Gef 


all Glory, Worſhip, and Obedience, both now and for ever. Amen 
and Amen. e e „ 


